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Lesson 6 NUMBER

Rounding whole numbers to estimate in context

C U R R I C U L U M  A L I G N M E N T
NUM.OPS.4 build upon, select and make use of a range of operation strategies.

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES

Round numbers first to get a quick sensible estimate before the exact sum.

MODEL THIS ON THE BOARD

ESTIMATE THE CHANGE

ANSWER KEY
a) 800

b) 800

c) 31000

Q1: 900

Q2: 1,600

Q3: €400

Q4: 43,000

Q5: 80,000

a) Sometimes : True for a big bill like €2,960; false for
a €2.40 sweet shop total, which rounds to €0.
b) Always : This is the rule for quick estimates.
c) Never : Change has to be exact to the cent; a
rounded total is only a check.
d) Always : Rounding first works for division too.

EXTENSION SHEET ·  STRETCH ANSWERS
S1: about €6,200

S2: about 500 boxes

S3: about 40,000 tickets

S4: about 3,000; yes, 2,827 is close to 3,000

S5: about 8,900; no, 6,719 is far too small

516 + 289 is about 500 + 300 = 800.→

4050 divided by 5 is about 4000 divided by 5 = 800.→

Round the total 38.95 to 40.1

Two 20 notes make 40.2

40 minus 40 gives an estimate of 0 change.3
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