LESSON 12

Reliable or not: comparing sources

m Evaluating Online Content Outcome 2.4

WHAT THIS LESSON DOES

Learn to evaluate online sources using four questions on who created them, their accuracy, currency and
verifiability. Practise on class examples then apply the questions to two sources on your own topic to decide
which to trust.

CURRICULUM OUTCOMES

Outcome What the specification asks for

2.4 Compare information on a specific topic of interest from various sources in order to evaluate its reliability,
validity, accuracy and timeliness.

WHAT STUDENTS SHOULD BE ABLE TO DO

« Compare information on a topic from various sources to evaluate its reliability, validity, accuracy and
timeliness (LO 2.4)

« Apply four questions when judging a source: who made it and why, is it accurate, is it current, can it be verified
elsewhere

« Commit to a trust verdict on each source and decide which of two sources on your own topic you trust more,
and why

BEFORE THE BELL
« Write the four questions and three verdicts on the board.
« Have the two fallback source cards ready to project for Your turn at the 3-minute mark.
« Teacher device and board for the interactive activity

« Student devices with browser access; fallback source cards ready to project

Junior Cycle Digital Media Literacy Short Course Teacher Resource Book



LESSON 12 - CONTINUED

Reliable or not: comparing sources

HOW THE LESSON RUNS

4 min introduction Start

5 min content Examine and discuss

14 min  activity Hands-on: source showdown
12 min  activity Your turn

4 min content Make sense

1 min summary What you covered

TEACHING MOVES
« Keep Examine and discuss to the four questions and three verdicts only; move straight into Source A.

« Run the source showdown teacher-led. Default to three full verdict-and-reveals (A, B, and either C or D);
park the fourth as content + verdict only.

« After the first reveal, stress that reliability is not about whether you like the answer.

« During Your turn, enforce a hard 3-minute find cut-off: project both fallback cards for anyone without
two sources and do not extend the hunt.

« If the hands-on runs long, protect Make sense and the recap; trim a reveal rather than losing the close.

WHAT TO WATCH FOR

« Students judge sources by appearance instead of the questions. Remind them to start with who made it
and why.

« Students choose two similar sources for their topic. Encourage finding sources of different kinds.
« Students hesitate to commit to a verdict. Reassure them that check it further is a valid response.

« Students write long paragraphs instead of short notes. Point them at the worked micro-example in Your
turn.

DIFFERENTIATION
« Support: Offer a printed template listing the four questions for the Your turn activity.
« Support: Use the board-ready fallback source cards so annotation time is protected.
« Extension: Challenge students to fully annotate both sources, or add a third and rank all three.

« Support: Allow pairs to share a device if individual access is limited.
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