TEACHER RESOURCE BOOK - MATHS FOR 6TH CLASS

Lesson 107

Introducing letter-symbols as variables

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES

A letter such as x or n stands for an unknown number we have not found yet.

— Let n be counters hidden in a game bag.

- x + 3 balances 7 so x is unknown.

MODEL THIS ON THE BOARD

FINDING XIN X +3 =7

Write x + 3 on the left pan.
Write 7 on the right pan.
Take 3 from both pans to leave x = 4.

ANSWER KEY
a) x=1

b) x=6

c) x=3

Ql: 4

Q2: 6

Q3: 5

EXTENSION SHEET - STRETCH ANSWERS

S1: 19
S2: 16
S3: 22

Q4: 0

a) Always — That is the rule of the lesson.

b) Always — One equation fixes one value for x.
c) Never — The lesson stays inside 100.

d) Always — Two bags with the same unknown
amount.

S4: 26
S5: 32
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