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Lesson 41 NUMBER

Linking simple fractions and decimals (1/2 = 0.5, 1/4 =
0.25)

WHAT THIS LESSON TEACHES

A decimal is another way to write a fraction that names exactly the same amount. One half and
0.5 are twins that show the same share.

MODEL THIS ON THE BOARD

ONE HALF AND ITS DECIMAL TWIN

DISCUSSION STARTER

REFLECT Which twin is easier for you to picture — the fraction or the decimal?

ANSWER KEY
Scaffold: visual check on the page

Q1: 0.2

Q2: 0.7

Q3: 0.3

Q4: 0.75 litres

Q5: 1/4

Q6: 3/10

a) Always  — They are twin ways to name the same
share of a whole.
b) Always  — Shading shows one quarter lands on the
same spot as 0.25.
c) Never  — One tenth matches 0.1, not 0.5.
d) Always  — The shaded tenths strip reads three
tenths as 0.3.

One half of a chocolate bar is the same amount as 0.5 of the bar.→

A quarter of a euro is the same as 0.25 of a euro.→

Shade a bar to show one half of a cake.1

Line the shaded bar up beside a tenths strip.2

The shaded edge lands exactly on five tenths.3

Five tenths is written 0.5, so one half = 0.5.4
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