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HOW TO ANSWER TODAY

Substituting values into expressions
MODULE 10 ·  ALGEBRA — PATTERNS, EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS ALGEBRA

Letter expressions. A letter stands for a number. Swap the letter for its value, then work out the
answer.
If n = 3, then 2n + 5 = 2 × 3 + 5 = 11

•

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

Cian packs barmbrack for a Halloween weekend. He puts n + 3  slices on each of 2  plates. If n = 
3 , what is the value of 2 (n + 3 )?

1

Eoin and his sister Róisín are splitting their pocket money fairly using the expression 4 (n + 1 ) - 
3 . If n = 5 , what is the value of 4 (n + 1 ) - 3 ?

2

Before the club hurling match at the local pitch, Cian counts n sliotars in the kit bag. The coach
works out that the team will take 5n - 4  practice shots. If n = 9 , what is the value of 5n - 4 ?

3

Saoirse is packing specimen bags for the school nature walk through the local park. The rule is 2n
+ 3  bags for a group of n pupils. If n = 5 , what is the value of 2n + 3 ?

4

Saoirse is decorating the classroom for World Book Day. She puts up 2  posters for each of n
book characters on the display, then adds 3  extra stars around the edge. If n = 7 , what is the
value of 2n + 3 ?

5
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