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HOW TO ANSWER TODAY

Introducing letter-symbols as variables
MODULE 10 ·  ALGEBRA — PATTERNS, EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS ALGEBRA

Letter expressions. A letter stands for a number. Swap the letter for its value, then work out the
answer.
If n = 3, then 2n + 5 = 2 × 3 + 5 = 11

•

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

At the Cumann na mBunscol blitz at the county grounds, Fionn works out the points using the
expression 5n + 2  - n, where n is the number of schools taking part. If n = 6 , what is the value
of 5n + 2  - n?
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Oisín is packing kit for the Cumann na mBunscol blitz at the county grounds. He works out the
number of water bottles using the expression 4 (n + 1 ) - 3 . If n = 8 , what is the value of 
4 (n + 1 ) - 3 ?
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Fionn's cousins are meeting at granny's house for Sunday dinner. Granny says if n = 7  she needs 
2 (n + 3 ) carrots for the roast. What is the value of 2 (n + 3 )?

3

Aoife is making paper bookmarks to decorate the classroom for World Book Day. The number she
needs is given by 4 (n + 1 ) - 3 . If n = 6 , what is the value?

4

Saoirse is working through a number puzzle in her mental maths book. If n = 5 , what is the value
of 5n + 2  - n?
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