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Continuing a pattern: what comes next?
MODULE 8 ·  ALGEBRA — PATTERNS, EXPRESSIONS AND EQUATIONS ALGEBRA

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

The school canteen starts the week with 42  cartons of milk in the chiller. Each day the same
number of cartons is sold, leaving 35  on Tuesday, 28  on Wednesday and 21  on Thursday.
How many cartons will be left on Friday?

1

Before the class lines up for the yard, Aoife writes the number pattern 6 , - 1 , - 8 , - 15  on the
whiteboard. What comes next in the sequence?

2

Cian saves his pocket money in a jar. Each week he counts what is left and writes the amount in
his copy: €14 , €11 , €8 , €5 . If the pattern continues, how much will be in the jar next week?

3

In the school polytunnel, Aoife plants rows of seeds. She plants 20  seeds in the first row, then 
16 , then 12 , then 8 , each time planting 4  fewer than the row before. How many seeds does

she plant in the next row?

4

After the club hurling match at the local pitch, the coach writes this sequence on the whiteboard
for 5th class: 13 , 4 , - 5 , - 14 . What comes next in the sequence?

5
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