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Counting on and back in 10s, 100s and 1000s
MODULE 1 ·  PLACE VALUE — WHOLE NUMBERS TO 9,999 AND ROUNDING NUMBER

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

On the school nature walk, Aoife counts the ferns growing along the park path in a pattern: 43 , 
41 , 39 , 37 . The numbers keep dropping by the same amount each time. What number comes

next?

1

On the coach trip to the Burren in Clare, the driver counts down the stops left with a sign: 14 , 
11 , 8 , 5 . If the pattern keeps going, what number comes next?

2

In a maths game at the club before the hurling match, Tadhg writes a number pattern on the
whiteboard: 6 , - 1 , - 8 , - 15 . The pattern keeps going the same way each time. What number
comes next in the sequence?

3

Fionn keeps count of the laps left on his sponsored cycle around the local path. After each break
the number of laps left goes 50 , 47 , 44 , 41 . What number comes next in the pattern?

4

At the Cumann na mBunscol blitz, the scoreboard tracker writes down a number pattern to keep
the younger pupils busy: 13 , 4 , - 5 , - 14 . Each number goes down by the same amount. What
number comes next in the pattern?
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