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Comparing numbers to 9,999: digit by digit
MODULE 1 ·  PLACE VALUE — WHOLE NUMBERS TO 9,999 AND ROUNDING NUMBER

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

Two GAA grounds hold 7,649  and 7,694  people. Write
< or > between 7,649  and 7,694 , and say which column
decides.

1

Two towns counted 8,088  and 8,808  cars on Saturday.
Write < or > between 8,088  and 8,808 , and say which
column settles it.

2

Write < or > in each gap: 3,615  ___ 3,561  and 7,302
___ 7,320 .

3

Seán says 6,099  is bigger than 6,190  because 99  is
more than 90 . Is he right? Explain using the columns.

4

A number has 5  thousands, 4  hundreds, a missing tens
digit and 7  units. Which tens digits make it bigger than 
5,468 ?

5

✺ INVESTIGATE

Which column decides?

Write a pair of four-digit numbers where the thousands decide which is bigger, a pair where the 
hundreds decide, a pair where the tens decide and a pair where the units decide. Put < or > between
each pair. Can you make a pair where the thousands, hundreds and tens all match? Which column
decides then?
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