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Length: metres; choosing the right unit
MODULE 4 ·  MEASURES — LENGTH, WEIGHT AND CAPACITY MEASURES

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

Choose metres or centimetres to measure each one: a bus,
a spoon, a swimming pool.

1

Put these in order from shortest to longest: a hurley, the
school yard, a pencil, a car.

2

Saoirse estimates the classroom is 6 m  wide. Darragh
estimates it is 9 m  wide. They measure it and it is 7 m
wide. Whose estimate was closer, and by how many
metres?

3

Liam lays a metre stick end to end along the corridor 8
times. There is still a small gap at the end, shorter than
the metre stick. About how long is the corridor?

4

Cian measures the school yard and writes 40 cm . What
mistake has he made?

5

✺ INVESTIGATE

Estimate, measure, choose

Pick three things in your classroom — one short (like a rubber), one medium (like a desk), and one long
(like the board or door). Estimate each length, then measure it. Which unit fits best for each — cm or
m — and why? How close were your estimates?
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