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Length: estimate and measure with a ruler (cm)
MODULE 4 ·  MEASURES — LENGTH, WEIGHT AND CAPACITY MEASURES

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

Caoimhe lines up one end of her pencil with the 1  on her
ruler, not the 0 . The other end of the pencil is at 13 .
How long is the pencil really?

1

The end of a paintbrush is between the 14 cm  mark and
the 15 cm  mark, just past halfway. How long is the
paintbrush to the nearest centimetre?

2

Ruairí estimates that his copybook is 18 cm  long. He
measures it and it is 23 cm  long. How far out was his
estimate?

3

Which is the best estimate for the length of a new pencil: 
2 cm , 18 cm  or 80 cm ?

4

Put these lengths in order from shortest to longest: 
15 cm , 9 cm , 21 cm , 12 cm . How much longer is the

longest than the shortest?

5

✺ INVESTIGATE

Estimate, measure, choose

Pick three things in your classroom — one short (like a rubber), one medium (like a desk), and one long
(like the board or door). Estimate each length, then measure it. Which unit fits best for each — cm or
m — and why? How close were your estimates?
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