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Equivalent fractions: a first look (1/2 = 2/4)
MODULE 3 ·  FRACTIONS AND FIRST DECIMALS NUMBER

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

A bar of chocolate has 10  equal squares. Niamh wants to
eat exactly one half of the bar. How many squares should
she eat?

1

Ruairí shades 3/4  of a paper strip. Below it is a strip the
same size cut into 8  equal parts. How many eighths must
he shade to cover the same length?

2

Which of these is not the same as one half: 2/4 , 4/8 , 
3/10 , 5/10 ?

3

Liam says 1/2  and 2/4  cannot be the same, because 2
and 4  are bigger numbers than 1  and 2 . Is Liam right?
Explain.

4

Write two different fractions that are the same amount as
one half.

5

✺ INVESTIGATE

One half, three ways

Show one half as part of a shape, as part of a length, and as part of a set of 12 counters. Then show
that two quarters matches your half in each case. What stays the same?
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