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Mental subtraction strategies within 100
MODULE 2 ·  THE FOUR OPERATIONS — MENTAL AND WRITTEN NUMBER

★ STRETCH PROBLEMS

Count up to find the gap: 73  - 68 .1
Take away 40  in one jump: 96  - 40 .2
Would you count back or count up for 64  - 3 ? Work it
out.
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Fill the gap: 90  - ___ = 84 .4
Éabha works out 45  - 41  by counting up from 41 . She
lands on 45  and writes 45  as her answer. What should
she write?
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✺ INVESTIGATE

Gap or count-back?

Write five subtractions within 100. For each one, decide whether counting back or counting up the
gap is the smarter route, and say why. Can you find a pair of numbers where the two routes use the 
same number of jumps?
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