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TIDYING A MESSY CLASS QUESTION

Lesson 111 What shall we find out? Posing a question

A messy question: What do you like at school?1

Everyone gives a different answer, so we cannot count the answers.2

A tidy question: Which break game do you like best, tag, skipping or football?3

Now there are only three answers, so each answer gets a heading: Tag, Skipping, Football.4

✎ WARM-UP

Our question is: Which season do you like best?

Write the four seasons in the first column, one in each row.
Ask four people which season they like best. Make one mark in the Tally column for each
answer.
Write how many marks are in each row in the Count column.

Category Tally Count

1. 
2. 

3. 

✎ PRACTICE

Mia asks: What do you like? Jack asks: Which
pet do you like best, dog, cat or fish? Whose
answers would be easier to count?

1

Our question is: How do you travel to school?
Write four headings for the answers.

2

Ben asks: Which pet do you have at home? His
headings are dog, cat and fish. Sara has a
rabbit. Ella has no pet. What two headings
should Ben add?

3

? ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
The answers to a tidy question are easy to
count. 

a.

The answers to 'What do you like?' are easy
to count. 

b.

A tidy question has three answers. c.
We write the headings before we start to
count. 

d.
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