Everyone got a different answer: why we need the metre

WHY HAND-SPANS DISAGREE

Two children measure the same board in hand-spans.
One child counts about 6 hand-spans.

The other child counts about 9 hand-spans.

Hands are different sizes, so the counts disagree.

A metre stick is always the same length, so both would get the same metre answer.

PRACTICE

©® Somholds a pencil next to the metre stick in
the classroom. Decide how the pencil
compares to 1 metre .

® oife looks at the tall classroom door beside a
metre stick. Decide how the door compares to
1 metre .

©® Tom places his rubber against the metre stick
on his desk. Decide how the rubber compares
to 1 metre.

O Two pupils measure the classroom board in
hand-spans and get different counts. They
then use one metre stick. Will their metre
answers match?

© Mia sorts three classroom objects against the
metre stick: a chair, a stick of chalk, and the
window sill. Write longer, shorter or about for
each.

O 1n the classroom the board is counted as
about 6 hand-spans by one pupil and about
9 by another. Explain why metres fix the
problem.

0 ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER
Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
a. Every metre stick is exactly the same length. c. A pencil is shorter than one metre. D

d. A rubber is about the same length as one
b. Two children measuring the same board in metre.
hand-spans get the same number.
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