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WHICH IS MORE: 34 OR 43?

Lesson 43 Where a digit sits: 34 and 43 are not the same

Look at the two numbers on the place-value mat: 34 and 43.1

In 34 the digit on the left is 3, so there are 3 tens.2

In 43 the digit on the left is 4, so there are 4 tens.3

4 tens is more than 3 tens, so 43 is the bigger number.4

The 4 in 43 is worth 40, but the 4 in 34 is worth only 4.5

✎ WARM-UP

Write each number on the place-value mat, one digit per cell.

Write 18 on one row and 81 on the next row
Write 25 on one row and 52 on the next row
Write 79 on one row and 97 on the next row

T U

1. 
2. 
3. 

✎ PRACTICE

Two pupils at the front of the class hold up
digit cards to make 37 , then they swap
places to make 73 . Which number is more?

1

On the classroom board the teacher writes 
21  and 12  with tens rods and unit cubes.

Circle each tens digit. Which number is more?

2

In the maths corner two friends build 46  and
64  on place-value mats. Look at the tens

digit first. Which number is more?

3

Two pupils swap the digit cards 6  and 1  to
make 61  and then 16 . Which is more, and
how do the tens digits tell you?

4

? ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
The digit on the left of a two-digit number is
the tens digit. 

a.

34 and 43 are the same number. b.

A 4 in the tens place is worth more than a 4 in
the units place. 

c.

Swapping the two digits of a number makes a
greater number. 

d.
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