Bar charts: choosing a scale

SCALE FOR BLITZ GOALS

The four teams scored 25, 5, 3 and 7 goals. The tallest value is 25.

A step of 1 would need 25 tiny gaps and squash the chart.
A step of 5 marks 0, 5, 10, 15, 20, 25 so the bar for 25 reaches the top line cleanly.

Smaller scores of 5, 3 and 7 still show clearly on the same step of 5.

WARM-UP

Use the blank bar chart to try different scales for the blitz scores.
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PRACTICE

. Label the four categories Reds, Blues, Greens and

Golds along the bottom

Mark the up-and-down axis with a step of 5 up to
30 and draw bars for 25, 5, 3 and 7

Beside it sketch the same four bars again but with
a step of 10 and compare how the small bars look

Q Four GAA players scored 4, 6, 30 and 8 points last
season. Decide the better step for the up-and-down axis.

Q In a school blitz the Reds, Blues, Greens and Golds scored
40, 12, 9 and 16 goals. List the scale marks for a step

of 5.

9 A camogie friendly had a top score of 30 points. Check

whether a step of 10 places that bar neatly.
Q The same four players scored 4, 6, 30 and

8 . Find the

range then pick the step that keeps small bars readable.

6 On a shared GAA chart marked every 5 upto 60 , plot the
Reds' 25 goals and say which line the top of the bar reaches.

6 ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.

a. The tallest value decides how high the scale
must reach.

b. A step of 5 is the best scale for a bar chart of
class scores.

Republic.
CSO Census 2022

c. A step of 1 makes every bar easy to read
exactly.

d. Changing the step changes how tall each bar
looks on the page.

Ireland's provinces by population

Leinster has about 2.86 million people, Munster 1.40 million, Connacht 0.59 million,
and Ulster's three Republic counties 0.30 million — 5.15 million in total in the
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