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YARD BENCH ESTIMATE

Lesson 46 Estimating then measuring: length

Picture a metre stick beside the school-yard bench and make a sensible estimate of 3 m.1

Measure carefully with the metre stick: the actual length is 2.7 m.2

Work out the difference: 3 m - 2.7 m = 0.3 m.3

✎ PRACTICE

In the school yard you estimate the hopscotch square is 
2 m  wide. You measure it as 1.8 m . What is the

difference?

1

You guess the low wall by the yard gate is 4 m  long.
Measuring shows 4.5 m . Find the difference.

2

The painted line across the yard looks 5 m  to you. The
metre stick confirms exactly 5 m . What is the difference?

3

You estimate the distance from the yard door to the bike
rack as 8 m  by picturing metre sticks. Measurement gives
7.2 m . Calculate the difference.

4

Comparing to the known 2 m  door, you estimate the
playground fence section is 10 m . It measures 9.6 m .
What is the difference?

5

In the yard you estimate the path at 6 m  and the side
strip at 3 m . Together they measure 8.5 m . Find the
overall difference from your total estimate.

6

? ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
A sensible length estimate is made by
comparing the object to a known length such
as a metre stick 

a.

The difference between an estimate and the
actual measured length is zero 

b.

You measure a length first and estimate it
afterwards 

c.

An estimate of 3 m for a length that measures
3.4 m counts as sensible 

d.

IRISH FACT How tall are the Cliffs of Moher?

The Cliffs of Moher in County Clare rise to 214 metres above the Atlantic at their
highest point — taller than 40 stacked double-decker buses.
Cliffs of Moher Visitor Centre
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