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READING A DIAL STEP BY STEP

Lesson 48 Reading weighing scales

Check the printed numbers, for example 200 g and 300 g.1

Count the gaps between them to find the step size.2

The pointer is one step past 200 g so add the step size to 200 g.3

✎ WARM-UP

Read the three scales and write the weights.
1. Read Scale A

2. Read Scale B

3. Read Scale C

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale A

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale B

0

500

1000

1500

Scale C

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale A

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale B

0

500

1000

1500

Scale C

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale A

0
100

200

300

400
500

600

700

800

900

Scale B

0

500

1000

1500

Scale C

✎ PRACTICE

shopping
A box of cereal shows a pointer halfway between 400 g and 500 g. What weight is shown?

1

shopping
A sack of potatoes shows a pointer two steps past 1000 g on a dial with 50 g steps. What weight is shown?

2

? ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
Every dial has steps of 100 g. a.
The first step is to find how much each little
mark is worth. 

b.
A pointer halfway between 200 g and 300 g
shows 250 g if the step size is 50 g. 

c.

1 kg 500 g is the same as 1500 g. d.
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