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RENAMING IN 526 - 248

Lesson 18 Written subtraction of 3-digit numbers

Set out 526 take away 248 in neat hundreds, tens and units columns.1

Units column: 6 is smaller than 8, so take one ten. Tens become 1 and units become 16. Then 16
- 8 = 8.

2

Tens column: 1 is smaller than 4, so take one hundred. Hundreds become 4 and tens become 11.
Then 11 - 4 = 7.

3

Hundreds column: 4 - 2 = 2.4

The difference is written below the line.5

✎ WARM-UP

Fill in each blank column subtraction frame on the page.

Complete the column frame for 635 - 279
Complete the column frame for 542 - 168
Complete the column frame for 910 - 456

536

972−

245

861−

019

654−

1. 
2. 
3. 

✎ PRACTICE

The school library has 275  story books on the shelf. Class
3  borrows 132  of them for reading time. How many

books stay on the shelf?

1

There are 486  crayons in the art cupboard. The junior
classes use 253  crayons for a big mural. How many
crayons are left?

2

The school has 641  glue sticks ready for craft week.
Pupils use 275  of them on projects. How many glue sticks
are still there?

3

? ALWAYS, SOMETIMES, NEVER

Always, sometimes or never true? Write A, S or N.
When doing written subtraction of 3-digit
numbers you begin with the units column. 

a.

You must rename when the top digit in a
column is smaller than the bottom digit. 

b.

Every 3-digit written subtraction needs
renaming in at least one column. 

c.

When a tens digit is zero you first rename
from the hundreds column. 

d.
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