
Probability runs from 0 (impossible) to 1 (certain). Words like *likely* and *even chance* mark
points along the scale.

HOW TO ANSWER TODAY

Probability scale and the language of chance
MODULE 9  ·  DATA AND CHANCE REVIEW
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A coin landing heads is an even chance (1/2).→

Chance words. Choose from: impossible · unlikely · even · likely · certain.
Sun rising tomorrow → certain · Coin landing heads → even

•

✦ WARM-UP

During a maths investigation, Aoife rolls a
standard six-sided die and her group records
what comes up. She asks the class how likely it
is to roll a 7  on a standard six-sided die.
Choose one: impossible, unlikely, even, likely, or
certain?

How likely is this event: rolling a 7 on a standard

six-sided die? Choose one of: impossible,

unlikely, even, likely, certain.

1 Before the class raffle for the Christmas hamper
begins, Mr Ó Briain asks 5th class a quick
warm-up question about chance. How likely is it
that Christmas Day will fall on December 25 ?
Choose one word from: impossible, unlikely,
even, likely, certain.

How likely is this event: Christmas Day falling

on December 25? Choose one of: impossible,

unlikely, even, likely, certain.
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✎ PRACTICE

Before a yard game at lunchtime, Aoife puts 1  red counter and 9  blue counters into a bag to decide
who picks first. Whoever pulls out the red counter starts the game. How likely is it that the first counter
pulled is red: impossible, unlikely, even, likely, or certain?

How likely is this event: picking a red counter from a bag with 1 red and 9 blue counters? Choose one of:

impossible, unlikely, even, likely, certain.
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Before starting a class card game, Tadhg tosses a fair coin to decide which team goes first. How likely is
the event of the coin landing heads? Choose one of: impossible, unlikely, even, likely, certain.

How likely is this event: a tossed fair coin landing heads? Choose one of: impossible, unlikely, even, likely,

certain.
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