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Lesson 10

Negative numbers in context and on the number line
MODULE 1 - PLACE VALUE, DECIMALS AND THE NUMBER SYSTEM NUMBER

Negative numbers are below zero — used for temperatures, depths and money owed. On the
number line they sit to the left of 0.

——t 11— 0—1—1
-109 8 -7 6 -5 4 -3 -2-10 1 2 3 4 5

— =4 °C is 4 degrees below freezing.
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— A lift going to level -2 is two floors below the ground floor.
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Q PRACTICE 1

@ Cian checks four account balances on his granny's farm spreadsheet at the end of the month. The 2
balances in euros are 12 ,- 9, 14 and 15 . Order the balances from smallest to largest.

I Order from smallest (most negative) to largest: 12, -9, 14, 15
© On four winter mornings before training at the local hurling pitch, Tadhg checks the thermometer

and writes down the readings in degrees Celsius: - 1, 15, 9 and- 10 . Order the temperatures

from smallest (coldest) to largest (warmest).

I Order from smallest (most negative) to largest: -1, 15, 9, -10 {( >}
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© 0n a school tour to Glendalough in Wicklow, the 5th class checks the thermometer at four

different spots during the day. The readings in degrees Celsius are 8.3, 6.7, 0.1 and - 4.7 .

Order the temperatures from smallest to largest.

I Order from smallest (most negative) to largest: 8.3, 6.7, 0.1, -4.7 1

@ The 5th class weather station logs the temperature each morning at the bird feeder for four days.
The readings in°Care- 4.1, 4.8, 0.1 and 2.9 . Order the temperatures from coldest to
warmest.

=

I Order from smallest (most negative) to largest: -4.1, 4.8, 0.1, 2.9

Ireland's coldest day

The lowest air temperature ever recorded in Ireland was -19.1 °C, at Markree
Castle, Co. Sligo, in 1881.
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