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A ratio compares two quantities — for every X of the first there are Y of the second. We write it
as X : Y.

HOW TO ANSWER TODAY

Ratio — the basic idea
MODULE 3  ·  FRACTIONS,  DECIMALS AND PERCENTAGES NUMBER

A salad has 2 spoons of oil for every 3 spoons of vinegar — ratio 2 : 3.→
1 : 4 means '1 of every 5 parts is the first thing'.→

Share in a ratio. Add the ratio parts. Divide the total by that number to find ONE part. Multiply
each ratio number by it.
Share €90 in 2:3 → 5 parts, €90 ÷ 5 = €18 per part → €36 and €54

•

✎ TRY IT ON THE LINE

Each strip is one quantity. The number of parts shows the ratio. Shade by groups to make the ratio
visible.

Strip 1: shade the first 2 cells (oil). The other 3 cells are vinegar. Ratio oil : vinegar = ____ :
____
Strip 2: shade the first 1 cell (cordial). Ratio cordial : water = ____ : ____
Strip 3: shade the first 4 cells (boys). Ratio boys : girls = ____ : ____. Can we simplify? ____

2 oil :
3 vinegar (2 shaded oil, 3 unshaded

1 cordial : 3 water

4 boys : 2 girls — ratio ____ : ____

1. 

2. 
3. 

✎ PRACTICE

5th class sell 54  raffle tickets for the Christmas hamper. The tickets are split between boys and girls in
the ratio 1:5 . How many tickets does each group sell?

Share 54 in the ratio 1:5.

1

5th class bake 70  buns for the cake sale to raise money for the Junior Infants' new playground. They
split the buns between the school hall stall and the yard stall in the ratio 2:5 . How many buns go to
each stall?

Share 70 in the ratio 2:5.

2

★ CHALLENGE

5th class have €120  to spend on decorations for World Book Day. They split the money between
bunting, posters and book covers in the ratio 2:3:5 . How much do they spend on each?

Share €120 in the ratio 2:3:5.

1

5th class raise €90  at the bake sale tray during break. They agree to share the money between the
GAA club, the school garden and the book fund in the ratio 2:3:5 . How much does each group get?

2
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