
HOW TO ANSWER TODAY

Testing chance with dice and spinners
MODULE 9  ·  DATA AND CHANCE DATA & CHANCE

Tally marks. Tally marks come in gates of 5. Count gates × 5, then add the singles.
3 gates + 2 singles → 3 × 5 + 2 = 17

•

Chance words. Choose from: impossible · unlikely · even · likely · certain.
Sun rising tomorrow → certain · Coin landing heads → even

•

✎ TRY IT ON THE LINE

Roll and record to explore chance.

Predict which result will come up most.
Roll and tally the results.
Compare what happened with your prediction.

Chance

1. 
2. 
3. 

✎ PRACTICE

Before the yard game, Tadhg's class has a bag with 1  red counter and 9  blue counters mixed inside.
Tadhg reaches in without looking and picks one counter. How likely is it that he picks the red counter:
impossible, unlikely, even, likely or certain?

How likely is this event: picking a red counter from a bag with 1 red and 9 blue counters? Choose one of:

impossible, unlikely, even, likely, certain.

1

Cara surveys 4th class about their favourite weekend treat. She gets 26  responses for ice cream and
records them as a tally on the board. How many groups of 5  (gate marks) will the tally have, and how
many extra single marks?

A class survey records 26 responses for one option. How many groups of 5 (gate marks) will the tally have, and

how many extra single marks?

2

★ CHALLENGE

In Ms Walsh's 3rd class maths investigation, Aoife is talking about chance events with her group. They
discuss the next baby born in the local hospital being a boy. Is this event impossible, unlikely, even,
likely or certain?

How likely is this event: the next baby born being a boy? Choose one of: impossible, unlikely, even, likely,

certain.
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In Ms Murphy's 4th class, the pupils are talking about chance in the maths corner. They wonder how
likely it is that a randomly chosen pupil in a class of 30  will be left-handed. Choose one word to
describe this: impossible, unlikely, even, likely, or certain.
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